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Critical Notices. 



gan is patronizing the work, and about to 
bring it out under a London publisher, 
with improvements by herself. This is 
precisely what it wants ; the book, in 
fact, was too modest, but we have little 
doubt that between her Ladyship's and 
the Connaughtman's united endeavours, 
the thing may be made to do. 



Observation! on the Revelation of St. John. 
By a Layman. 
It is an old and vulgar saying (our po- 
lished readers must excuse our repeating 
it on the present occasion) that " too 
many cooks spoil the broth ;" and if ever 
a book were in danger of being cooked to 
rags, it is this aaid book of the Revela- 
tion ! It has fairly run the gauntlet in 
the press, and we believe we may add 
also in the pulpit. There have been wri- 
ten to explain it, folios as heavy as the 
heads that gave them birth, and pam- 
phlets as slender and vapourish as the in- 
tellect that puffed tbem into being. If 
in the multitude of commentators there 
were always wisdom, no part of the Bible 
ought by this time to be better under- 
stood. At the present day we are told 
that what is called the religious world is 
running stark mad upon the subject. But 
hold I we must beware of catching the 
prophetophobia, in which case instead of a 
review, our readers might expect a vo- 
lume. Thanks to this worthy Layman ! 
he has compressed his observations into 
narrow compass : so far certainly quite to 
our taste. As we understand from those 
who are better versed in polemics than 
we, that it is dangerous to meddle with 
the school of modern prophets, we •ball 
scarcely venture to hazard an opinion of 
our own on the contents of this pamphlet. 
Tbe following may serve as a specimen of 
the opinions of the Author. The basis 
of all previous interpretations of the Re- 
velations, he imagines he has proved to be 
wrong. He has discovered that the second 
and third chapters, containing the Epis- 
tles to the Seven Churches of Asia Minor, 
could not have been addressed to Chris- 
tian Churches at all ! that the 4th and 5th 
chapters leveal in one comprehensive 
view all the grand events of the world 
from the creation to the millennium I — 
that the 6th seal in the sixth chapter, is a 
prophecy of the Crucifixion; and conse- 
quently, that the five preceding are pro- 
phetical of events anterior to the cruci- 
fixion I The Author of this new code of 
interpretation, might have spared himself 
the trouble of entering bis Work in the 
Stationer's Hall. We will vesture to as- 
sure him, that his scheme is perfectly 
original ; and that unless a museum 
should be established for accumulating 
specimens of the abortions of genius, he 
is in no danger of ever being robbed of 
his copyright. 



Rational Arithmetic — or a treatise setting 
forth the rational mode of teaching that 
science, in which its principles are fami- 
liarly explained and illustrated by prac- 
tical examples, together with nu- 
merous exercises in each rule. Dublin : 
Tims, Webb, Madden, Curry, <fec. 
When we say that the title of this lit- 
tle Volume is not a misnomer, we attribute 
to it no ordinary praise. There is nothing 
more generally taught, than something 
under the name of arithmetic. Every 
one indeed is taught it, who receives any 
education; but what is so generally 
taught is not rational arithmetic, but tbe 
mere technical art of calculation, without 
any exercise of tbe reasoning powers. 
And we are not afraid to say, that even 
among persons of considerable literary 
acquirements, it is a very rare thing to 
find an acquaintance with the ratioual 
principles, on which the commonest ope- 
rations of arithmetic are proved, and on 
which its commonest rules are founded. 

As this assertion may appear strange to 
many, and as a conviction of the existence 
of the disease is the first step towards the 
application of a remedy ; we shall illus- 
trate and confirm our assertion by one or 
two examples from the writings of the late 
Dr. C. Hutton, a man who had read 
much, and has published much on the ma- 
thematical sciences. In his edition of 
Ozanam's Mathematical Recreations, vol. 
1. p. 22, he proposes the following arith- 
metical problem : " To multiply £\l. lis. 
lid. by £t I. lis. lid." He goes on to 
talk of it as a problem " well calculate! to 
exercise the ingenuity of an arithmetiafijV* 
and gravely say*, that " we know what 
the product of a yard multiplied by a yard 
is," or " of six yards multiplied by four 
yards j" though he then admits his igno- 
rance what. " the product of a penny mul- 
tiplied by a penny is," ami at length con- 
fesses that the question, *» considered in 
this point of view, is absurd." We should 
be very curious to know, in what point of 
view tbe question is not absurd. Dr. H. 
indeed proceeds to show that there are 
other " points of view, which will ren- 
der it susceptible of a solution ! I !" And 
how does he show this ? By showing that 
we can multiply £1. 1 Is. 6d., by the ab- 
stract number IX jg X a ' . That is, 
one question is not absurd, because quite 
a different question is perfectly rational ! 
In fact the Doctor might as rationally 
have told us, that the question, ' What is 
the distance between the centre arch of 
Westminster bridge and the first of Au- 
gust } ' is susceptible of a solution. This 
question is not more utterly nonsensical 
than the problem, he has proposed; nor 
more so than to talk of 24 yards, as " the 
product of 6 yards multiplied by 4 yards." 
No doubt, we can multiply 6 yards by 4, 
or 6 square yards by 4 ; but does it fol- 
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low, (hat it it not absurd to talk of mulli- metic. It was necessary to our argument, 
plying either by 4 yonis? (hat our examples should be borrowed 
All such questions proceed upon abso- from a writer of acknowledged respecta- 
lute ignorance, or forgetfulness, of the bility, in order to mark how rare an ac- 
real nature of common multiplication, (as quaihtance is with rational arithmetic— 
remarked by the Author of the volume The writer of the present work evidently 
before us,) that it is but an abridged me- understands his subject ; and generally 
thod of obtaining the sunt resulting from succeeds in presenting the rational princi- 
the repeated addition of any number to pies of it in an intelligible form. He 
Itself, and that the multiplier always ex- seems to have borrowed largely from 
presses the number of times that the mill- Walker's Philosophy of Arithmetic, a 
tiplicand is repeated in this addition. — treatise which he praises in terms border- 
Before any man, therefore, sets about ing on the extravagant. It is very pos- 
finding the product of 1 1 shillings mutti- sible that many, who have been deterred 
plied by 6 pence, he ought to be prepared from the study of that work, may be al- 
to say what he means by the sum of 11 lured to this by its more familiar c»»tame. 
shillings repeated 6 pence- times. Another We therefore strongly recommend it. as 
strange instance of Dr. Hutton's unac- a useful aid to the student and to the 



qnaintance with rational arithmetic. 
Cur« p. «•- «*■ *hoame volume. Talking 
of prime numbers, be says, " one curious 
property of prime numbers, is, that every 
prime number, 2 and 3 excepted, if in- 
creased or diminished by unity is divisible 



teacher, particularly to such parents at 
keep in their own hands the task of in- 
structing their children in arithmetic. 

We are sorry to observe many more 
typographical errors, than are noticed in 
the list of Errata. But we expect that a 



by 6, as may be seen in the numbers 5, 7, new edition will soon be called for. In 

II, 13, dtc; but / do not knot that any which it will be easy to remove a few 

one has ever yet demonstra'ed this property blemishes of the present. 
a priori." He confesses, however, that 



it it not true, that every number possess- 
ing this property is a prime number. Now 
tbe truth is, that this" curiam property" 
belongs to ever; odd number not divisible 
by 3 i as is most easily demonstrable.— 



Remarks of the East India Company's ad- 
ministration over One Hundred Millions 
of British Subjects, considered in re- 
ference to its political effects on India 
and Great Britain. Dublin: Gardiner. 



For the only remainders we can have on This appears to us to be a very well writ 
dividing them' by 3, being I or 2 — it is ten pamphlet— the work of a clear-headed 
plain that, if in the former case we snb- and deep thinking Individual, who has 
tract 1 from such a number ; and if in the based his various statements on arithmeti- 
latter we add one to it, there must result cat calculations > and who from hit long 
an tr ■■•* number divisible by 3, and there, residence in the East, we must suppose to 
fore by 6. So obvious is the demonstra- be well acquainted with the subject of 
tion which escaped Dr. Hutton's research ; which he treats, and to have had oppor- 
and equally obvious is it, that the propel ty tunities of assuring himself, that the state- 
he mentions is of no use whatsoever, in ments brought forward as facts, really are 
discovering whether a number be prime such. Not having at any time gone 
or not; as we have a much more facile much into the subject ourselves, we do not 
method of ascertaining whether any pro- feel warranted to hazard an opinion upon 
p osed number be divisible by 3. the subject, bnt would simply refer thosa 
We need scarcely add, that it is not who may be interested in such matters to 
from any disrespect to the memory of the pamphlet itself, as containing much 
Dr. Hotton, that we express ourselves curious, and what appears to us to be, 
thus slightingly of his knowledge* of arith- very valuable information. 
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Phosphorescence of the Sea in the Onlf 
of St. Lawrence, — Captain Bonnycastle, 
ft. -E., whilst coming up to the Gulf on 
the 7th of Septemher 1826, observed this 
phenomenon under the following circum- 
stances i 7 r,a.t two o'clock A. M., the mate, 
whose watch it was on deck, suddenly 
aroused the captain in great alarm, from 
an unutuat appearance on the lee-bow. 
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Tbe night was star light, bnt suddenly 
the sky became overcast in the direction 
of the highland of Cornwallit county, 
and a rapid, instantaneous, and very 
brilliant light, resembling the Aurora 
Borealis, shot out of the hitherto gloomy 
and dark sea on the lea-bow, and was so 
vivid that it lighted every thing distinctly 
even to the mast head. The male, havitttf 
B 



